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To  B or get was dedicated the  touching  story of " La Messe de 1'Athee " ;  and in case of Balzac's sudden death it was to this "good, old, and true friend " that the duty of burning Madame Hanska's letters was entrusted, though eventually their recipient performed this painful task himself in 1847. A still older friend was M. Dablin, a rich, retired ironmonger with artistic tastes, who left his valuable collection of artistic objects to the Louvre.     He was known to Balzac before 1817 ; and in 1830 the successful writer  remembers  with  gratitude that M. Dablin. used to be his only visitor during his martyrdom in the Rue Lesdiguieres in 1819.    At that time  and  later   he  was  most   generous   in lending   Honore'   money;    and   the   only   cloud that came between them for a long time was his indignation when Balzac wished to find him further security  than   his   own  life for  a  loan  he   had promised.    Later on, in 1845,  when M.  Dablin, rather hurt by some heedless words from Balzac, and evidently jealous of his former protege's grand acquaintances, complained that honours and fortune changed people's hearts—the great novelist found time, after his daily sixteen hours of work, to write a long  letter to his old benefactor.*    In this he tells him that nothing will alter his affection for him, that all his real friends are equal in his sight; and he makes the true boast that, though he may have the egotism of the hard worker, he has never yet forsaken any one for whom he feels affection,
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